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A grammaticalisation path FOLLOW > ACCORDING TO is noted for Latin and Swahili by Heine & 

Kuteva (2002: 139). Three studies deal with the evolution of the Latin verb sequor ‘follow’ into the 

preposition secundum ‘according to’ from a grammaticalisation theory approach. Matos Rocha (1998) 

and Vieira Ferrari (1998) argue that the evolution of the reportative meaning of secundum is the 

result of the metaphor THOUGHT IS TRAVEL. Guardamagna (2011) focusses on decategorialisation 

and semantic bleaching and suggests that the reportative meaning may have arisen out of the 

conformity meaning via context-induced reinterpretation.  

This paper develops the analysis of the secundum NP expression from a construction grammar 

perspective (Traugott & Trousdale 2013) by presenting a corpus-based analysis of the construction 

spanning across over 800 years. The analysis of a sample of 890 occurrences shows a more complex 

picture than the one previously described in the literature. In fact, instead of a linear pathway of 

change and a single metaphorical leap, the transformation analysed involves the whole organisation 

of the secundum NP constructional network. 

Constructionalisation occurs when a conventionalised change in parsing comes into being alongside a 

semantic change, as in the reanalysis of the construction [secundumVerb + NPDirect Object] into 

[secundumPreposition + NPArgument]. The coming into being of the PP secundum NP needs to be re-

constructed because it took place in pre-literary Latin. The secundum quod conjunction, in which quod 

is no longer the pronominal argument of secundum but part of the conjunction itself was not 

conventionalised in Latin but establishes itself in Old Italian. In addition to (incipient) 

contructionalisation, the constructional network sees also a series of constructional changes, such as 

both the growth and the obsolescence of some secundum NP sub-schemas.  

This paper integrates qualitative and quantitative data. The latter underline the importance of token 

frequency in determining the entrenchment of constructions in the network as well as the relation 

between type frequency and productivity. Finally, the importance of cultural factors is also 

highlighted, determining the idiomatic status of some micro-constructions, possibly acting as 

templates for new constructions. The analysis carried out presents also some limitations, for instance 

relative to the composition of the corpus consulted, and the interpretation of significant variation for 

the Baayen’s P index. The analysis presented in this paper differs from previous accounts because it is 

based on a holistic view of language change (Traugott & Trousdale 2013: 145), encompassing both the 

form and the function of the secundum NP construction, thus affording a richer and more fine-grained 

description of the phenomenon investigated than the one offered in the literature.  
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