
 

Scandinavian pseudocoordinations: constructional variants and grammaticalization 

Pseudocoordinations look superficially like verb or verb phrase coordination (Norwegian 

examples): 

Ho går omkring og plukkar blomstrar. 

 ‘She is walking about (and) picking flowers.’  

However, such constructs raise interesting questions about construction types and degrees 

of grammaticalization. 

Cross-linguistically, a unifying characteristic of pseudocoordinations is that they allow 

a constituent of the second verb phrase to be separated from the rest of the construct, e.g. 

to be topicalized: 

Slike blomstrar gjekk ho omkring og plukka. 

 ‘Such flowers, she was walking about (and) picking.’ 

This is untypical of coordination (Ross 1967). For the Scandinavian languages, several other 

characteristics particular to pseudocoordinations have been observed. This has led some 

researchers (e.g. Lødrup 2002, Wiklund 2007) to regard pseudocoordination as different 

from coordination. Other researchers have proposed coordination analyses (e.g. Josefsson 

1991; Chaves 2007 on English). 

Literature on grammaticalization (e.g. Hesse 2009) has tended to focus on restrictions 

on the number of first verbs and their meaning and zoom in on posture verbs: 

Om kveldane sat ho og las. 

 ‘In the evenings, she was (sat) reading.’ 

Many researchers (e.g. Vannebo 1969) have observed that the first verb here adds an 

aspectual (Aktionsart) meaning element, an indication of grammaticalization. But it has also 

been noted that the first verb typically keeps its postural meaning, i.e. grammaticalization 

has not gone very far (Kuteva 2001). Research by Hilpert and Koops (2008) has, however, 

pointed to other signs of grammaticalization over time. 

What is the relation of pseudocoordination to grammaticalization? Combining 

construction grammar and grammaticalization theory, the present contribution will show 

that there are  two clearly distinct synchronic variants of pseudocoordination as well as an 

intermediate one. This represent differing degrees of grammaticalization (focused on the 

first verbs) which are presumably evidence of three diachronic stages resulting from a series 

of constructional changes including at least two constructionalizations (cf. Traugott and 

Trousdale 2013). The issue of constructional variants pertains to the network connections 

both of pseudocoordinations in general and of the more specific constructions. The variants 

will be discussed in terms of their syntagmatic properties (scope and variability). The notion 

of paradigmatization will be central, as corpus studies of Norwegian are adduced to 

demonstrate that the number of possible first verbs is far from small in the least 

grammaticalized variant, and there is little desemanticization  – whereas the number in the 

most grammaticalized variant is smaller than five, and desemanticization is evident.  
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